
 
 

  
 

February 2010 
 
It was light early this morning for what 
seemed the first time in many months.  This 
winter seems to have been longer, colder and 
drearier than ever and we look forward to 
some brighter days after half term. 

 

However, there have been many highlights 
here to give pleasure.  We are proud to be the 
only primary school in Britain to offer Taiko 
(Japanese drumming) as part of our music 
curriculum.  The drums are magnificent and 
undoubtedly big and loud.  Week by week, the 
Year 5 and 6s Taiko skills become more 
polished.  Led by Mark Alcock, it has been a 
really exciting and novel addition to our 
Strings programme in Year 3 and Wind and 
Brass programme in Year 4. 
 

 
 

Our GAP students, Nicole Dixon and Fran 
Lutjen arrived safely from the other side of 
the world and are both doing a fantastic job.  
They are keen to meet you and would be more 
than happy to babysit.  Miss Ball and Mrs 
Helm have also settled in with consummate 
ease.  Mr Welch is looking forward to the 
arrival of his second baby in April. 
 

Despite the dull days, we have managed to get 
out and about.  Year 1 visited the Transport 
for London museum last week and enjoyed a 
workshop building a bus.  Year 2 spent a day 
at The Environmental Centre where they 
did lots of practical activities on changing 

materials and recycling.  Year 4 were as charmed as 
ever by the production of Oliver at Drury Lane.  
Our youngest children in Nursery and Reception 
were amazed by the snakes and tarantula that the 
Reptile man brought with him.  They also watched 
in awe as the local police horses arrived.  
Puppeteers also delighted Year 3 with their puppet 
performance ‘Videk’s Shirt’ . 
 

 

 
You will notice from the displays around the school 
that we have had a real focus on Art this term.  
Some of our Year 6 pupils have applied for Art 
scholarships and we will be displaying the work 
from their portfolios in an exhibition after half term.  
Our thanks go to Pascale Smets for her enormous 
contribution to these.  Our thanks also go to Jo 
Hookes who led a Year 2 Magic Lantern workshop.   
 
 

 

 



We have also held workshops for some of our 
most talented artists, which have given the 
children an opportunity to work with children 
from other year groups.  The children 
produced some dazzling art work which will 
also be on display very soon.  We are grateful 
to Mrs Randall and Mrs Verges for all they 
have done.    
 

A curriculum focus after half term is Design 
Technology when we will be working 
towards our whole school Design Technology 
day on Friday 23rd April.  If any of you are 
particularly good at lego teknik or robot 
workshops do let me know. 
 

 
 

Dance and gymnastics are the main focus of 
the PE curriculum this term and we are 
looking forward to our Year 6 Gymnastics 
competition this Friday when four other 
schools will be performing their sequences.  
Unfortunately several football fixtures have 
been cancelled due to bad weather but the 
boys have again enjoyed considerable success 
against Alleyns, Breaside and All Saints.  We 
have tournaments at Alleyns, Eltham College 
and St. Christophers after half term. 
 

We hosted a Year 4 netball tournament in 
January when 5 other schools joined us.  Year 
5 and Year 6 girls have won all their netball 
matches played so far.  The Farringtons 
Cross Country event was attended by 10 
schools.  Our results were outstanding.  There 
were approximately 50 children in each race.  
Our Year 5 children surpassed themselves and 
the girls came first (Paige Macheath), second 
(Emily Tregear) and fourth (Annabelle Evans) 
while the boys came first (Noah Armitage-
Hookes), second (Charlie Stocks) and third 
(Arthur Seymour).  28 of our children came in 
the top 10 of their race.   
 

There have been two very special assemblies 
this term.  Year 3 did a wonderful assembly 

on the Egyptians.  It was packed full of information 
and included English, History, Drama, Art, DT, 
Science and History!  We were introduced to a 
shaduf, cartouches and hieroglyphs!  Once again the 
quality of Art and DT work was remarkable and I 
would urge Year 3 parents to have a look in the 
form rooms to see what the children have created. 
 

 
 
 

The other assembly which is one of my favourites is 
French assembly which heralds the start of our 
French day.  The costumes become ever more 
impressive and the prizes for the ‘most imaginative 
costume’ in each year group were awarded to 
Reception – Leo-Paul Lemarie (French pilot), Year 
1 – Persephone Barnes (Eiffel Tower), Year 2 – 
Rosie Robinson (Map of France), Year 3 – Oliver 
Blackwell (one of the Three Musketeers), Year 4 – 
James Wisher (Napoleon), Year 5 – Holly 
Mortimer/Millie Young (Napoleon and his horse), 
Year 6 – Laura Carllson-Metcalf (Marie Antoinette). 
 

 

Year 6 will I hope have a well deserved rest and a 
bit of fun at half term as they come to the end of 
their senior school exams and interviews.  They 
have coped remarkably well and some children have 
told me how much they enjoyed it and are sorry it’s 
over!  I am sure their results will reflect their efforts. 
 

A final thank you for supporting our Haiti appeal at 
very short notice.  We raised an impressive £1,185. 
 

May I wish you all a happy and restful break next 
week. 

 

Mrs P J Thompson 


