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Schools are the most joyous of places to be at
Christmas. It began with the outstanding
Year 1 and 2 productioAre We Nearly

There Yet’ and was closely followed by
Nursery & Reception’s gloriouShristmas
assembly In these performances we
enjoyed seeing the angels, wise men,
shepherds and baby Jesus.

Last night we were amazed, once again, to
hear our prep children sing the Christmas
Story so beautifully. | asked at the carol
service ‘Is it true, this story?’ Anyone who
has seen these performances would find it
difficult to believe the spirit of it is not true.
The children have approached their Nativity
performances with both seriousness and
playfulness. They were not solemn about
every minute of it but took it very seriously.

It seems that the children, above all, recognise
Christmas as one of the most significant tales
ever told.
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Christmas is a time not only for reflection but
also for great fun and there has been plenty of
that. Year 1 and 2 watched a fantastic

performance ofSleeping Beauty’by the Rainbow
Theatre Company. The show was full of singing,
dancing and colourful costumes. The children were
involved in the performance, taking on the roles of
cooks, guards, fairies and even a dragon. Receptio
went to seéThe Snowman’ at the Peacock Theatre
on Monday and the Preps are off to the Christmas
pantomimeéAladdin’ today whilst the Pre-Preps are

having their Christmas parties. The excitement and
anticipation of the children are truly infectious.
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The Music department has enjoyed another busy
half term. A lot of excited children visited the
Royal Albert Hall for theSchools Promearly in
November for an evening of varied inspirational
music performed by some of the country’s finest
young musicians.

This could not fail to enthuse our own String
orchestra who are busily preparing for their
Christmas assembly this week. Our Wind band also
enthused us wittStar Wars’. We are very excited

by the introduction oTaiko (Japanese drumming)
next term for our Year 5 and 6 children. We were
very proud of Toby Mayhew who was selected to
perform in the English Touring Opera’s

performance of Tosca.



Despite some miserable weather, with many
matches cancelled, the girls have played some
superbnetball. Year 5 remain top of the
Cornflower League with only two matches
left to play. Year 6 are fighting hard to come
near the top of the ‘Top Team’ league out of
10 schools. One of the highlights of girls
sport was Megan Marchant’s magnificent run
at the Blackheath and Bromley Harriers cross
country. She came first out of 155 runners in
the area.

The highlight of Boys Sport was the Year 5
boysfootball team achieving “the double”.
They managed to clinch the Cornflower
league title having already won the
Cornflower cup last half term. Mention must
be made of Joseph Hurman who was selected
for South London Elite Under 11 football
squad for the coming season.

Mr Lane has also been impressed by the Year
6 boys performance in the hockey match
against Alleyn’s and with the group of boys
who attend after school rugby club. We
would like to raise the profile of both hockey
and rugby for all the boys in the future.

| am also delighted at the success ofchess
teamwho came out on top when pitted
against 14 other schools in the first leg of the
Kent Schools Champions league this term.

Thank you for your generosity once again for
our Christmas charity appeal this y&aeeds

to Africa’. We now have a vast number of
seeds to send to our friends in Malawi. Year
2 gave a most moving Remembrance
assembly which highlighted our Poppy appeal
this year and we raised £130.

Other highlights this term have included our
trip to theArtistic Gymnastics World
Championships at the O2the Nursery visit
to theEnvironmental Centre and
Shakespeare 4 Kidavho visited the school

to do workshops with Years 3 (The Tempest) and 4
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream).

We were absolutely thrilled by the results our Year

6 pupils received in the recegtammar school

exams All pupils were successful in the Kent tests.
Five of our pupils came in the top 180 of the Bgxle
grammar school exams which entitles them to attend
a Bexley grammar school of their choice. Several
thousand children sat these tests and it is a
remarkable achievement.

Sadly as we head towards the end of term we say
goodbye to our two GAP students, Sophie Learmont
and Michael Collins as they return to warmer
climes. We look forward to welcoming two new
GAP studentsin January — Nicole Dixon from

South Africa and Frances Lutjen from Australia.
We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Helm who
will be covering Mrs Devon’s maternity leave and
Miss Ball who will be covering Miss Smith’s
maternity leave. Both Mrs Helm and Miss Ball will
be joining us in January and working alongside Mrs
Devon and Miss Smith until they leave.

In line with the parents questionnaire, the chiidre
were also asked to complete a questionnaire. Their
comments were heart-warming and the children are
clearly very happy here. | must end with Faith
Chamberlayne’s comment:

‘School is really nice. |love it. First you core
have nice lessons, have a yummy lunch, more nice
lessons and go home. It is the best school ever.’

May | wish you all a very happy Christmas.

Mrs P J Thompson



