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As the days get shorter and colder, it seems
strange that it was less than two months ago
we were returning from holidays in the sun.
Summer has indeed turned into Autumn
during this half of term!

We were delighted to welcome some new
members of staff this term. We have three
new Form TeachersMr Forward in Year 1
(covering Mrs Huxley’s maternity leave),

Miss Yiend in Year 3 and Miss Pearson in
Year 5. Sally Verges also joined us as a Year
3 Teaching Assistant.

We congratulate Mrs Huxley once again on
the birth of Ben early this term and Miss
Smith and Mrs Devon, both of whom are
expecting babies in the Spring.

The beginning of term comes as an abrupt
awakening to many of our older pupils as the
grammar school exams now take place almost
immediately on our return to school. This is
indeed the term which lays down strong
foundations for academic progress in the year
ahead. One of the most rewarding things | do
is to hand out certificates in assembly. | have
given out so many this term, praising the
children for their efforts, their achievements
and their attitude.

12 Year 5 children participated in a celebration of
European Day of Languagest Blackheath High
School. The morning was enjoyed by all the

children who participated with enthusiasm in
German and Spanish taster sessions and confidently
performed a rendition of Two Tigers in Mandarin,
greatly impressing their Chinese teacher.

Year 4 were also very well received by our local
community when they sang fdhe Eleven O’Clock
Club at St. Michael’'s Church. This week Year 4
have also been to tirimary Proms at The Royal
Albert Hall.

On Tuesday the 32 of September, Year 4 visited
the Thames Barrier Information and Learning
Centre, led by Mrs. Godwin and Miss Kirk. The
children enjoyed activities such as a river walk,
where they learnt about the environment and nature
of the Thames River, along with a mini-beasts hunt,
which involved finding and identifying lots of
creepy crawlies! One of the highlights was a spider
eating a fly under a microscope! The day was
thoroughly enjoyed by all and even the staff
managed to get their hands dirty!




Sport has flourished once again this term.
The boys have had several fixtures in all year
groups in the Preps. They have played some
wonderful football and we have won many of
our games. Year 5 fielded four teams against
Alleyn’s for the first time. The highlight
though was surely our Year 3 boys returning
with the trophy fromThe Ashdown House
tournament where they were competing with
seven other teams.

Our Autumn termNetball fixtures have also
got off to a flying start with much success.
Year 5 have continued their unbeaten record
from Year 4, winning all their matches and
putting them currently at the top of the league.
Year 6 have played several matches in the
Cornflower League and performed
particularly well at JAPS and at the St.
Christopher’s tournament.

We held our first meeting of ttiechool

Council last week, now aptly named ‘Spider’s
Web’ by its members. The school council
gives the children the opportunity to represent
the views of their peers and increases
leadership opportunities for the pupils. We
will be discussing issues such as school
lunches, friendship, playtimes etc. The
following children are the first elected
representatives: Archie Wright (1B), Millie
Rose (1F), Matilda Edney-Harrison (2D),
Oscar Marsh (2W), Ella Bauwens (3R),
Sienna Dafter (3Y), Patrick Turnill (4G), Lois
Johnson (4K), Rebecca McPherson (5P),
Alex Parton (5T), Michael O’Connor (6D)and
Shefali Chander (6DG).

Our twelfthJeans for Geneglay raised a
massive £607.80, which is significantly more
than last year. Thank you as ever for your
generosity — the variety of cakes on offer
seemed more dazzling than ever. Year 4 also
performed an excellent assembly to explain
exactly why we were wearing jeans and eating
cakes last Friday!

| would like to take this opportunity to mention
Saturday Club. Boys and girls from the Preps are
invited to take part in a range of sporting acteat
between 10a.m. and 12 noon. Younger children
may attend too if they are capable of sustaining tw
hours of fairly strenuous activity. It is a womfile
opportunity for the children to mix with children
from other year groups and take part in a morning o
healthy activities. It is also attended by chitdre
who have previously left the school and it is aelgv
opportunity for our school leavers and their pasent
to keep in touch with each other. It is offeredthg
school free of charge — do come and join us!

Our Autumn Walk to School week has been as
popular as ever. The children are busily counting
dogs, cyclists and pedestrian crossings amongst
other things on their walks to school this weeke T
packed bicycle shed and scooter park are testament
to the enthusiasm for leaving the car behind in the
mornings generally.

| have just watched Year 6’s very powerful
performance ofA Thousand Cranes which they
have been waiting patiently to perform to their
parents since last term. | am also looking forward
Year 3’'sMusical Harvest assemblyon Friday.

| have enjoyed meeting so many of you this term —
at the new parents coffee morning, the PTFA social
evening, the children’s performances and at our
parents evenings. | look forward to seeing you at
many of our Christmas celebrations after half term.
May | wish you a relaxing but fun filled half term
break.

Mrs P J Thompson



